1850 to modern times Synergy Group Guide

Investigate

SYNERGY GROUP ™

GUIDE

GOD’S CALL

1850 to
modern times

pl

e

Synergy Groups – Learning Together!™

See Note
from Marie

Sa

m

page 1

Synergy Group™ Guide
for
1850 to
Modern Times

ISBN 978-1-61999-141-5

9 781619 991415

MOD Synergy Cover 2019.indd 1

M y Father’s World ®

My Father’s
World®

My Father’s World®
12/3/2018 3:11:58 PM

e
pl
m
Sa
Copyright © 2017 by My Father’s World, Inc.
Printed in the United States.
All rights reserved for all countries.

No part of this book may be reproduced by any means without the written permission of My Father’s World, Inc.
However, we grant limited permission to photocopy the Parent Handout and weekly Summary for those participating
in the weekly group.
Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984
International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers.

Published by
My Father’s World®
PO Box 2140, Rolla, MO 65402
(573) 202-2000
www.mfwbooks.com
December 2018

MOD Synergy Cover 2019.indd 2

12/3/2018 3:11:58 PM

A Note from Marie
Synergy Groups – Learning Together!™
I’m excited to share something we designed to meet a need for community among MFW families –
Synergy Groups. Synergy means “working together” and describes the multiplying results when we join
together, creating something greater than our individual efforts.

What Is a Synergy Group™?

e

Synergy Groups are simple. You don’t need a large group, or a lot of advance planning, or a huge time
commitment. We want to make your life easier while providing friendship and encouragement. Our easyto-teach Synergy Group Guide provides flexible structure with minimal preparation.

weekly groups of two or more families, all using the same year of MFW curriculum



friendship and accountability with like-minded families



science, history/geography, Bible memory, art, and music (all from your MFW Teacher’s Manual) –
freeing up more of your time at home – as well as speech opportunities
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How Do I Begin a Synergy Group?
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It’s simple – just invite one or more of your friends to use the same year of curriculum as you. You can use
MFW catalogs to share about the curriculum. Perhaps you can find a family at your church or in your local
homeschool group. You might invite a new family to consider homeschooling, with your mentoring
assistance and the encouragement of weekly group times.
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Special Note: If you invite a friend who is new to MFW, they would usually begin with ECC.
However, because we believe so strongly in the strength of community, we make an exception to this
guideline. Your friend can meet with you weekly in a Synergy Group and use 1850 to Modern Times
at home, benefiting from your past experience with MFW as well as your mentoring and
encouragement.

Each family needs their own 1850 to Modern Times curriculum package to teach at home – Deluxe (or
Basic plus the music CDs and Then Sings My Soul) as well as God and the History of Art. The Group
Leader and any other parents who are teaching will need a Synergy Group Guide to lead you through
group activities that match your MFW curriculum, week by week.
If you’re new to homeschooling, Synergy Group Guides make it easy to partner with another family. If
you’ve homeschooled before, these groups are an easy way to reach out and mentor other families just
beginning the homeschool journey.
We hope you have a wonderful year learning together!
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Welcome to My Father’s World 1850 to Modern Times, where you’ll see the sovereign hand of God unfold the
pages of history and knit together the beauty of creation. Be prepared to deeply connect with other like-minded
families and join together in community.

Overview
Synergy Group Guides are written so that families using the same year of MFW curriculum can meet and
participate in group activities. Activities are primarily those already scheduled in the MFW Teacher’s
Manuals. We were careful not to increase the weekly time or work load for the parent and student. Group
activities reinforce lessons learned during the week at home while also giving an opportunity for public
speaking, public prayer, and group interaction.
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Synergy Group Guides can be used with as few as two families. It’s best to split into smaller groups if
more than five families join. Attendance of all group members every week is encouraged but not required;
most missed activities can be completed at home.
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Schedule
We encourage groups to meet Thursday afternoon or any time Friday because some group activities
assume parents have already taught lessons from their MFW Teacher’s Manual for that week. We believe
afternoon meetings are best so that valuable morning home teaching time is not lost. MFW lesson plans
generally are much lighter on Friday, so Friday afternoon may be an ideal time to meet.

Opening Prayer – 3 minutes
Recite Memory Verses (Current and Review) – 10 minutes
Public Speaking Opportunity – 10 minutes
History – 25 minutes
Science – 25 minutes
Music and Art – 25 minutes
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Groups meet for about two hours a week. Plan for quick transitions between activities and a short midmeeting break. Actual time will vary from week to week.

The Group Leader can set a schedule for the year that works best for your group and distribute it to all families
at the first group meeting. See the sample Synergy Group schedule page.
Activities
Groups work best with a defined, repeatable structure. In Synergy groups, activities change each week, but the
structure remains the same, greatly reducing the Group Leader’s preparation time.
Activities are designed for grades 2-8. Often, older children can help younger ones with an activity for true
group learning. Younger siblings may participate as they are able. Parents are expected to attend all group
sessions with their children.
Families teach lessons at home from their MFW Teacher’s Manual for the same week being taught in the
group. Weekly summary sheets list activities from your MFW Teacher’s Manual that will be completed in
group and won’t need to be taught at home.
No homework is assigned, except for occasional minimal preparation for public speaking opportunities.
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Leader
One person is the designated Group Leader, providing cohesive leadership for the year and teaching all
activities. Your group can designate a second parent as a co-teacher, or divide tasks so that each parent teaches
a specific activity all year, such as science. However, it is still important to designate one individual as the
Group Leader. All teaching parents will need their own Synergy Group Guide.
Preparation
Fill out the top half of the Parent Handout page. Photocopy and distribute it and the Week 1 Summary to all
participating families before your Week 1 meeting.
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Begin to gather materials:
 The Synergy Group Guide lists materials each week for the Group Leader (or other parents) to
provide. Each group will need to decide how to share the expense of any materials that are purchased.
In addition, materials are listed for each family to bring.
School Supply Box – Every week each child will need to bring a School Supply Box with several pens
and pencils, kid-safe scissors, white school glue, and colored pencils. Also include crayons and/or
markers. These items will not be listed in the weekly supply lists; we will assume you have them on
hand each week.



Leader Supply Box – Each week the leader will need to bring a Leader Supply Box with 9” x 12”
colored construction paper (50-sheet pack, multicolored), one ream of white copy paper, adult
scissors, several glue sticks, several rulers, pencils, scotch tape, small cups for water and paper towels
(for art clean up), and 6” paper plates (for students to mix paints). These items will not be listed in the
weekly supply lists; we will assume you have them on hand each week.



Art Supplies – See the information on Week 1 Summary sheet. Parents will bring art supplies each
week.
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Week 8 Summary
Synergy Group – 1850 to Modern Times
Day in TM

Group Activity

Notes to Parents

Mon/Wed

Speech/History – The Gettysburg Address;
Oh Captain! My Captain!

Choose either one; help your child
practice reading with emotion at home.
Encourage your student to memorize part
or all of the Gettysburg Address. See
SOWAB Student Page 24.

America’s Favorite Patriotic Songs
#8 The Battle Hymn of the Republic
Science – 100 Science Experiments, p25
Tues
Falling orange
Art – God and the History of Art, p103Thurs
104 Lesson #70 Vinnie the Clown
At home, read about and sing “Battle Hymn of the Republic” from Then Sings My Soul, pages 142-143.
We will also sing it in group.
Mark the above activities in your 1850 to Modern Times TM so you do not do them at home.
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Tues
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Materials for each FAMILY to bring:
Then Sings My Soul
SOWAB Student Page 24 (one per student)
The Battle Hymn of the Republic student sheet (Week 8:Tues)
100 Science Experiments
science notebook
science – ruler, cardboard (empty cereal box), postcard (or cardboard), mug, small orange to fit in
mug
God and the History of Art I
art supplies – drawing pencil, colored pencils
School Supply Box
Additional materials for LEADER to bring:
Story of the World Activity Book
America’s Favorite Patriotic Songs CD and CD player
Photocopies:
Week 9 Summary (one copy per family)
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Group Activities – Week 8
1850 to Modern Times
Prayer – Pray for families, whether they homeschool or not, to teach their children in God’s ways and
His moral law.
Sing – “Battle Hymn of the Republic,” Then Sings My Soul, page 142
Memory Work
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Ephesians 2:8-9 – For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it
is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.
Speech/History: The Gettysburg Address; Oh Captain! My Captain!
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Read aloud the information about “The Gettysburg Address” on page 22, Story of the World Activity
Book. Then have students who chose this selection recite (or read) it individually.

Read aloud the information about “Oh Captain! My Captain!” on page 22, Story of the World Activity
Book. Then have students who chose this selection recite (or read) it individually.
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Break (5-10 Minutes) – Prepare for remaining activities.
Science: 100 Science Experiments, page 25 Falling orange

Music: America’s Favorite Patriotic Songs CD, #8 The Battle Hymn of the Republic
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Say, “Julia Ward Howe, the author of this song, wrote it after a visit to a Union army camp. She deeply
hated slavery, and she wanted the soldiers to remember what they were fighting for as she wrote
concerning Jesus, As he died to make men holy, let us live to make men free, while God is marching on.
Afterwards she said, ‘Having completed this, I lay down again and fell asleep, but not before feeling that
something of importance had happened to me.’ ”
Art: God and the History of Art, pages 103-104, Lesson #70 – Vinnie the Clown
Give copies of Week 9 Summary to each family.

LEADER NOTES:
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