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MMfftCf1100K IH THE WORLD
The Bible is probably the world's bestknown book; it is certainly the world's
longest-standing best-seller.
When the Good News Bible was
published in 1976, the demand was
such that it had to be printed a record
twenty-one times in the first year. By
1979 it had reached the sixty million
mark and taken the world record for
paperback sales. Clearly the Bible still
has something to say to today's world.
This book looks at the story behind
the Bible and the reasons for its
popularity. We also look at what is
inside the covers and how to find your
way around it.
The story of the Bible spans more
than four thousand years of the world's
history. All kinds of people, from
different times, races and backgrounds
have been involved. People have argued
and fought over the Bible's message. It
has changed whole nations and the lives
of countless individuals. Men and
women have been prepared to die in
order to see it distributed as widely as
possible. This story is one of the most
remarkable and exciting in the world.
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This is the
world's number one
best-seller.
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The Bible appears a
number of times in The
Guinness Book of
Records:
• It was the first-ever
book to be printed
mechanically.
• Called the Gutenberg
Bible, one of the 21
surviving books from
this printing also
appears as the most
expensive printed book
ever to be sold. It
raised £1,265,000 at
auction in 1978.

• The Bible is also the
world's most widely
distributed book with
some 2,500,000,000
copies between 1 81 5
and 1975.
In one year the Bible
Society report:
• sales of over ten
million Bibles
worldwide;
•four hundred million
shorter portions of the
Bible distributed.
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Since the invention of
printing, complete
books of the Bible
have been published in
1,978 different
languages and dialects.
But over two hundred
million people in the
world today still have
no Bible in their
language.
The Bible is the bestdocumented ancient
text in the world. We
have some 13,000
manuscript copies of
portions of the New
Testament.
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THE MOST
AMAZING BOOK
IN THE WORLD
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THE BIBLE?
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STORY
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That's
not a book, it's
a whole library!

The Book of
the Law

Old Testament
History

Poetry and
Wisdom

The first five books are
called the Pentateuch,
which means 'five
scrolls'. It is really one
book divided into five
parts. It contains the
history of God's
people from Abraham
to Moses, with an
introduction about the
very earliest history of
all - the creation of
the world and the
growth of civilization
on earth. It also
includes God's 'rules'
called the Ten
Commandments, and
detailed instructions
about daily living . The
Jews call it 'The Book
of the Law' or 'The
Torah' .

The next twelve books
are history. They take
the story on from
Joshua and his famous
battle of Jericho to the
invasion and defeat of
God's people by the
Babylonians and
Persians, and their
return from exile.

Next come five books
of poetry and wisdom,
which contain some of
the best-known
writings in the world.
Job is a drama, the
Psalms are poetry and
songs for worship.
Proverbs and
Ecclesiastes contain
wise sayings and the
Song of Solomon (or
Song of Songs) is a
love poem .
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Look, I've
just borrowed
this book.
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The first surprising thing about the
Bible is that it is not one book. It was
not written by one person. It's a whole
library of books!
The Bible we use today contains
sixty-six books, written by very different
people over a period of some 2,000
years. They include true stories and
parables, songs and poetry, laws and
rules, sermons and letters, events in
history and predictions about the
future.
In fact, there is so much in the Bible
that you need some help to find your
way around. Here is a picture of the
Bible-library, with some notes on the
books.
It is divided into two parts, the Old
and New Testaments. The Old
Testament is nearly twice as long as the
New. It is about God's chosen people,
the people of Israel, and takes us from
the beginning of time, through the sad
day, centuries later, when they were
conquered and taken as prisoners to
Babylon, to the time when the exiles
returned home.
Then there is a break of several
hundred years in the story. The New
Testament begins with the birth of
Jesus. It is about his life and the spread
of the Christian church after his death
and resurrection.

New Testament
History
The first four books of
the New Testament
are called 'gospels',
which means 'good
news'.
The aim of all four
writers was to tell the
story of Jesus before
all those who had
actually seen and
known him died, so
that people could have
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The Letters
an accurate record
based on evidence
from eye-witnesses.
Luke (the Greek
doctor who went with
Paul on his journeys)
also wrote the story of
how the church grew,
called The Acts of the
Apostles .
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A collection of twentyone letters make up
the rest of the New
Testament . They were
written by Christian
leaders (thirteen of
them by Paul) to the
churches springing
up all over the

( _ _G_O_D_'S_W_O_R_D_ _)
The Prophets
warned of his
punishment when they
disobeyed and turned
to idols. God enabled
some of these men to
look into the future
and predict what
would happen .
The Bible is different
from any other book in
the world for one very
important reason . It is
the work both of many
different people and of
God himself. The Bible
says it is 'Godbreathed'. We use the
word inspired. This
does not mean that
God dictated his words
to the writers, but that
he inspired them or
caused them to write
the truth.

The Bible's words
can therefore be
trusted and its
message has a special
power to speak to
people of every age
and outlook. That is
why the Bible is often
called 'God's Word '.
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The last seventeen Old
Testament books are
called the Prophets.
They record the
important messages
preached by some of
the special leaders God
called to speak to his
people. The prophets
encouraged the people
to worship God and
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MAKE YOUR OWN BIBLE LIBRARY

3 Cut 6 narrow strips
of white paper and
glue around 3 sides of
each box . Draw lines
for pages .

Revelation

Middle East. They
contain teaching,
encouragement and
warm personal
greetings, as well as
some sharp criticism
where the Christians
were getting things
wrong .

The last book is
unique. Written in
poetry and picture
language, it is a series
of visions of the
future, designed to
encourage and inspire
the early Christians,
against the
background of Roman
persecution .
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5 Cover the tray part
of the large matchbox
with brown sticky
paper.
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4 Write the different
kinds of Bible books on
the outsides: The Book
of the Law , History,
Poetry and Wisdom,
The Prophets, Gospels
and Acts , Letters and
Revelation.

6 Label it 'Bible
Library' and put in the
books .
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It would have been easy for God to
choose one person and dictate to him
or her all the facts about the world we
live in and a long list of rules for the
way we should live.
But this is not the way God works: he
chooses to work through people. He
chose individuals and groups, and
worked in their lives so that they
learned valuable truths about him
through the things that happened to
them.
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The stories of their experiences and
what they learned through them were
then written down and handed on from
one generation to another. As we read
about them we can see God at work in
real situations.
The very mixed bunch of people who
feature in the Bible demonstrate clearly
that God is interested in everyone,
whatever we are like. Here are the
stories of just some of the people God
trusted with this message.

e

SOME OLD TESTAMENT WRITERS
Moses

pl

preparing a leader for
his people.
When Moses grew
up, God told him he
had chosen him to lead
the Israelites out of
Egypt, back to
Canaan, the land God
had promised them.
It was to Moses that
God gave the law part of the first five
books of the Bible.

m

God's people were
slaves in Egypt when
Moses was born. Baby
Israelite boys were
being killed, so his
parents hid him in a
basket at the river's
edge.
He was rescued by
an Egyptian princess
and brought up at the
palace. This was
God's way of

David

Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel

These were just three
of the prophets people to whom God
gave, a message at a
time of special need.
They called people
back to faith when
they took up pagan
practices or when they

Sa

David's story is a
dramatic one. Brought
up a shepherd boy, he
was chosen by God to
be king of Israel. David
showed himself to be
a brave soldier and a
great king. He was
also a gifted poet and
musician, writing
many of the most
beautiful prayers and
psalms in the Bible.

were fearful of foreign
invaders. The later
prophets encouraged
them in exile, and gave
them a new hope for
the future - a hope of
a coming deliverer who
would give them a
new start.
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Ezra and
Nehemiah
Ezra was a priest and
teacher of the Law at
the time when most of
God's people were
captives in Babylonia
under the rule of a
Persian king. He was
called by God to lead
them back to their
own country, to
rebuild the temple and
to persuade them to
return to worshipping
God.
Nehemiah had a top
job at the king's court.
He tells the story of
God's calling to go
back to Jerusalem and
to repair the ruined
city.
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SOME NEW TESTAMENT WRITERS
Mark
John Mark was a
young man when
Jesus and the disciples
met in Mark's
mother' s house in
Jerusalem . He would
watch them and listen
to the t eaching. He
may have been
present at the
crucifixion . He
certainly became a
Christian and went
with Peter and Paul on
their missionary
journeys. When he
wrote his Gospel Mark __,...:..;l<:J"-:
probably drew on
what Peter
remembered .

All sorts of
different people.
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Matthew
Matthew lived at the
same time as Jesus.
He was a tax collector ,
siding with the
Romans and colle cting
money for them . The
people hated him .
Jesus saw him at work
and called him to be a
disciple . Matthew left
everything to follow
Jesus . Later , he wrote
about Jesus in the
'Gospel of Matthew' .

Who wrote
the Bible?

John

John and his brother
James worked in their
father's fishing
business . They were
probably disciples of
John the Baptist
before leaving him to
follow Jesus . John
was one of the small
group of disciples who
were closest to Jesus .
Later he became a
leader of the church .
He wrote the Gospel of
John, several letters ,
and may also have
written the book of
Revelation .

Peter

Peter and his brother
And rew, like James
and John, were
fishermen on Lake
Galilee and joined
Jesus early in his
work . Peter soon
became the leader of
the twelve disciples,
and later a leader of
the church at
Jerusalem. Two letters
of Peter are included in
the New Testament .

Paul

Paul was at first very
much against Jesus .
He was well educated ,
a top man in Jewish
religious circles and a
Roman citizen. He was
on the way to arrest
some Christians when
he saw the risen

Sa
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Luke
Luke was a Greekspeaking doctor who
journeyed with Paul.
He carefully
researched the life of
Jesus and the story of
the early church in his
Gospel and the Acts of
the Apostles, to
explain the Christian
faith to the non Jewish world .
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Jesus. From that
moment, he became a
keen follower and
missionary to the
who le Roman world .
His many letters form
the largest part of the
New Testament .
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1250 BC

The Israelites are
slaves in Egypt for
400 years .

Joseph is sold as a
slave, but becomes
Prime Minister of
Egypt.
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Adam and Eve lived in
the Garden of Eden, in
harmony with God.
But they wanted to be
free of him and go
their own way . The
'fall' into sin was the
result . . .

Ramesses II was
probably the Egyptian
king who had to let
Moses and
people
go .
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The Old Testament
begins: 'In the
beginning when God
created the
universe .. . '

Moses leads the
people's escape from
Egypt, through the
Sinai Desert to the
borders of Canaan.
God gives them the
Ten Commandments.

Under their leader
Joshua, the Israelites
invade Canaan and
gradually win
possession of their
' promised land'.

Judges including
Deborah, Gideon and
the strong man
Samson rule Israel,
and free them from
enemies.
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Moses is rescued by
the princess of Egypt
and brought up at the
palace .

Sa

'<

(

Noah and his family
were saved from the
great flood by building
the ark.

Jacob (Israel) has
twelve sons who
become fathers of the
twelve tribes of Israel.

The Philistines
The fierce 'Sea People'
known as the
Philistines held cities
on the coastal plain.
They were skilled
workers in iron.

The Egyptian
civilization can be
traced back as far as
3000 BC. From the
paintings, inscriptions
and models in their
tombs, we have learnt
a great deal about
Egyptian culture.

1800 BC -.._,_.,..~

By building the Tower
of Babel, people tried
to reach up to God.
But the result was
confusion and a
'babble' of different
languages .

Abraham is called by
God to leave his home
city. God promises to
make him the founder
of a whole new nation.

2000

BC --.._ __ _~
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The temple tower
called a ziggurat was
built by the king of Ur
at about the time of
Abraham.
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