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When? Where? How?

·This

book describes what was happening
all over the world from around the year 500
until around 1500. This time in history is
called the medieval
period. It is
also known
as the
Middle Ages.

Many buildings
and objects survive
from medieval
times. By studying
The Cathedral of the Annunciation,
the places where
a medieval building in Moscow
people lived and
the things that they owned, it is possible to build
up a vivid picture of life in the Middle Ages.
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When did it happen?

The people of the
Middle Ages have left
behind lots of
evidence about
their way of life.
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Medieval
craftworkers

How do we know?

To help you see which part of the Middle Ages
you are reading about, there is a timeline running
across the bottom of each double page.

Stained-glass
portrait of an
English lord
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Important events and their dates are shown in
boxes. If a date has a letter "c." in front of it, this
means that experts are not sure exactly when the
event took place. The "c." stands for circa which
means "about" in Latin.
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Sometimes, centuries are mentioned. The 6th
century covers all the dates in the 500s, the 7th
century covers all the dates in the 600s, and so on.

Where did it happen?

There are maps throughout the book to show you
exactly where things happened. You can also check
which area of the world you are reading about by
looking at the bottom comer of each page. The
different areas of the world are marked on the
map below.

Medieval
paintings and
carvings,
mosaics,
tapestries and
stained-glass
windows
often show
important
people and
events. They
also reveal
many
fascinating
details about
everyday life.

In many parts of the medieval world, people wrote
things down in handwritten books, called
manuscripts. Some writers kept records of
important events, while others wrote stories based
on real life. Explorers described their travels,
inventors explained their ideas, and merchants
kept notes about goods that they bought and sold.
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THE BYZANTINES: c.500-1450

The Byzantine Elllpire
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Map of
Byzantine
SPAIN
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y the year 400, the Roman
Empire had split into two
parts. The Empire in the
west was attacked by warlike
tribes and collapsed in 476, but
the Empire in the east survived
for another thousand years. The
eastern Empire was known as
the Byzantine Empire because its
capital city, Constantinople, was
originally called Byzantium.

■ Byzantine Empire at the

start of Justinian's reign

■ Land won by Justinian

NORTH AFRICA

Running the Empire
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Justinian's Empire

In the 6th century, the
Byzantine Emperor Justinian
won back many of the lands
that had once been part of the
Roman Empire. Under him, the
Byzantine Empire was larger
than it would ever be again.

m

Mosaic of
the Byzantine
Emperor Justinian
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Justinian's palace in Constantinople

LU

a..

0
a::

-

Merchants from
North Africa visit
Justinian's court.
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Visitors grovel
in front of the
emperor.

Palace
guard
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Internet links: For links to websites where you can see beautiful works
of art from the Byzantine Empire, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

Byzantine art

Defending the Empire

Byzantine artists were
famous for their delicate
embroidery and ivory
carvings. They also created
huge, glittering mosaics and
painted dramatic religious
portraits, called icons.

The Byzantines fought constant
battles against Muslim Arabs and
Turks. They were threatened by
tribes from the north, and even
had to fight against Crusaders
from western Europe, who were
supposed to be on their side
(see page 43) .

The end of the Empire
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After Justinian's death, the
Empire became smaller and
smaller, and by 1400 only the
land around Constantinople
was left. In 1453, an army of
Ottoman Turks attacked the city{"
After six weeks of fighting, th_e· :
Byzantines surrender~,.4_;and··
their Empire collapsefil .

Silk embroidery

Religious split
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This picture shows the o t(b mans'
final attack on Constantinop le.
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Christians in the Byzantine
Empire developed their own
style of church building and held
services in Greek, instead of Latin.
The Byzantine Church was led by
the Patriarch in Constantinople.

395 The Roman Empire is

divided in two .
476 The Roman Empire in
the west collapses.
527-565 Justinian reigns as
Byzantine emperor.
I054 The eastern Church splits
from the western Church.
1204 Crusaders capture
Constantinople.
1261 The Byzantines drive out
the Crusaders.
1453 The Ottoman Turks
conquer Constantinople.

Justinian built the Cathedral of Saint
Sophia in Constantinople. (It was
later turned into a mosque.)

After many quarrels between the
Patriarch and the Pope (the head
of the Church in the west), the
Byzantine Church split away from
the Church in the west.
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THE BARBARIANS: c.500-800

~Internet/mks: For /mks to websites where you can v,ew Anglo-Saxon treasures from the 7th century, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

The Barbarian Kingdollls
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Map of
the main
barbarian
kingdoms

■ Angles

and Saxons

■ Franks
Ostrogoths
Vandals
■ Visigoths
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he Romans first used
the name "barbarian"
to describe the tribes
of warriors who invaded their
Empire from the northeast. The
barbarians swept across Europe
destroying the Roman Empire,
but, by around 500, they had
begun to settle down in their
own independent kingdoms.

Barbarian
treasures

The largest barbarian kingdom
belonged to the Visigoths, but
the most successful was created
by Clovis, leader
of the Franks. He
made his capital
in Paris, and
started a line of
kings known as
the Merovingian
dynasty, which
lasted until 743 .

Some of the
barbarians were
very skilled at
metalwork. They
made elaborate
swords and
drinking cups,
as well as
beautiful
crowns and
brooches for
their kings
and chiefs.
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The kingdom
of the Franks

A barbarian warrior charging into battle

Barbarian villages
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The barbarians wanted to be rich
like the Romans, but in fact they
destroyed the Roman way of life.
Most barbarians lived in small
farming villages and let the
Roman cities fall into ruins.

Visigoth crown
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A barbarian village

A strong fence
keeps out enemies
and wild animals.

Animals and people share
the same houses.

The chief's house
is used for meetings.

Important dates
429-533 Vandal kingdom in
North Africa
c.450- 1066 Angles and Saxons
rule parts of Britain.
456-71 I Visigoth kingdom in Spain
481-5 I I Clovis rules over
the Franks.
493-555 Ostrogoth kingdom
in Italy
c.500-843 Frankish kingdom in
France and Germany
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THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH: c.500-800
Internet links: For links to websites where you can see more illustrations from the Book of Kells and other medieval manuscripts, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

Return to Christianity

A pagan god

ost barbarians were
pagans who did not
believe in Christ.
Wherever they settled, churches
were abandoned. By around 500,
Christianity had almost disappeared
in many parts of Europe.

M

Spreading the message

Most barbarians could
not read or write, but
the monks made sure
that learning did not
die out. They kept
holy books in their
monasteries and made
beautiful copies of them.
These handwritten books,
called manuscripts, were often
beautifully illustrated.
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Monks working
on manuscripts
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The leaders of the Church in Rome and
Constantinople decided to send out monks
to teach the Christian religion.
Monks were also sent from
Ireland, which
had not been
invaded by
barbarians.
Slowly, the
barbarians
became Christians,
and churches and monasteries
were built all over Europe.

Monks and
manuscripts

e

~

m

An illustration from
a manuscript called
the Book of Kells

Irish monks set up carved
crosses near their monasteries.
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Augustine and the Angles

A monk called Augustine was sent from Rome
to preach to the Angles of southeast Britain.
Thousands of Angles became Christians and
their leader, King Ethelbert, made Augustine
the first Archbishop of Canterbury.
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