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INTRODUCTION

O

see two ways at once, both in time
and space, was one of the earliest gods of ancient Rome.
Guardian spirit of the house door, he also protected the
city gate, and was even believed to hold the key to the gates
of heaven. A temple to Janus in the market place of Rome always stood
open in time of war, but was closed with great ceremony in those rare
times when there was peace.
It was for Janus that the first month of our calendar was named.
LD JANUS, WHO COULD
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And since he watched over all openings and beginnings, it seemed right
that he should also be here at the opening of this book.
For this is a story of the world, centered in old Rome, during the
lifetime of Augustus Caesar, Rome's first emperor, who closed the gates
of Janus for the first time in over two hundred years, and established
peace and order in the Roman Empire.
That peaceful age had not yet dawned, and Augustus was only
Octavius, a boy of eighteen, when our story opens in March, 44 B.C. with
the murder of his great-uncle Julius Caesar.
The story tells of the exciting events that followed those fatal Ides
of March-of the conspirators, Brutus and Cassius, and what became
of them-of Antony and Cleopatra and their famous love affair-of
Cicero, the orator, and Virgil, the poet-of Herod, the hated King of
Judaea-of Hillel, the wise and patient rabbi-and of Jesus, the boy
of Nazareth, who, according to Luke, was born when a decree had gone
out "from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed," and was
still living in Galilee when the year 14 A.D. brings the life of that first
Roman emperor to a close.
We are now almost 2,000 years away from those days when the
Roman world was kept in order by Augustus Caesar. What was it likethat ancient world, under the Roman law? How did people live and
travel? What did they believe? To what great heroes of the past did
they look back? To what Golden Age to come did they look forward?
What did they think about the stars and planets? Had they discovered
that the earth was round?
And of that far world outside of the Empire on the Mediterranean
-What of ancient China, which had recorded 2,000 years of history
before Rome was born? And of India? And of those undreamed of continents that would one day be America-were civilized people living
there? Or were they like the semi-savages of Britain who painted themselves blue? And what of the rest of Europe-the people in the deep
forests of Germany and along the rivers of France-what were their
customs and their gods?
xii
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And of all the beliefs and customs and superstitions of that ancient
world-which ones have we discarded, like that of offering burnt animals to God? Which pleasant ones, like using lights and holly at the
Christmas season do we still observe?
And above all, what thoughts and beliefs were there in that old
world that will be forever new, and forever will be true, as they have
always been true, no matter in what century or in what land or by what
race of people they have been spoken?
The answer to some of these questions may be found in this book.
For this is not merely a record of events. It tells also what was thought
and believed by people everywhere, in that world of Augustus Caesar.
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