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The Birthday
of Our Country
T was the Fourth of July in the city of Philadelph ia
more than two hundred years ago.
Children who lived near the State House must have
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seen the candles lighted there on that stormy afternoon .
Something wonderful was happening in Philadelph ia this

fourth day of July in 1776. It was the birthday of our
country.

After that, the children were often to hear the voice
of the bell that hung in the tower of the State House.
Once it even woke them at three o'clock in the morning l
And always the bell seemed to say :
''Liberty throughou t the land,
Liberty to all the people ! ''
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The Story of Freedom
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HIS was how it happened. This is why the Liberty
Bell spoke to the people.

Our country was not always the big nation it is now.
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The land was there and the rivers and the mountains, the
lakes and the forests. Part of it still belonged to the

Indians, who lived here for a long, long time. Part of it

had been settled by people fron1 Britain and fron1 other
countries across the ocean.

On the east coast there were thirteen colonies that

belonged to Britain. Each one was like a little separate
country. Each had its own name. Virginia was the place

where the first Englishmen had landed and made their

homes. The Pilgrims had landed in Massachusetts.

There came a time when son1e of the thirteen colon-

ies did not want to belong to Britain, or to the English

king. They did not think that men across the sea should
make any laws, or rules, for them.
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They wanted to make all their own
laws, to be free and indepen dent. So
they began to feel more like one
country instead of thirteen colonies ,
but it was still some time before
all work together .
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People came together in

e

they ·would learn that they must

many places to talk about

being free and indepen dent.
On some village greens

they raised Liberty poles
as a sign that they
wanted freedom .
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The 4 th Jll Iy ·
of .

Story

What happened on the Fourth of July long before there were fireworks and parades?
Alice Dalgliesh takes young readers back to revolutionary times, back to the colonists'

e

desire for freedom and the creation of the Declaration of Independence.

Simple text captures the excitement of the era, telling how word of Independence trav-

eled up and down the thirteen colonies, touching the lives of everyday people through-
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out the land. Like all of Alice Dalgliesh's work, The Fourth of July Story remains an
American classic.

" ... an individual, distinguished piece of work."

- The Horn Book

" ... notable for its compactness, its readability and its sense of history in the making."
- New lbrk Times Book Review
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ALICE OALGLIESH was a prize-winning author with a great love for colonial history. _She

won the Newbery Medal for both The Bears on Hemlock Mountain and The Coura9e of
Sarah Noble, while The Thanks9ivin9 Story was a Caldecott Honor Book.
MARIE N0NNAST illustrated many books for children and shared a birthday with the
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United States of America: the Fourth of July.
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