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Pedro and Catalina
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Chapter I

Leaving Spain

P

bed was tied up in a roll. Mother ran out to
her garden for a last look. She had seeds
from the orange and fig trees. She wanted
to plant them in her garden in the New
World.
"We must not forget anything!" she
cried. "There will be no shops in the forest.
Pedro cannot run back across the ocean for
something we forget."
Then, at last, the family stood on the
deck of the ship that was to carry them
across the ocean. Mother and Catalina had
nearly cried their eyes out saying good-bye
to their friends, but Pedro was too excited
to cry. He almost forgot to help
his father carry the big chest
on board.
He wanted
to see everything.
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edro was nine years old. He could not
read or write, but few people could in
1565. He could ride a horse, and he
was learning to use a small sword. Already
he owned a sharp hunting knife.
Catalina was Pedro's sister. She was only
seven, but she wore a long, full skirt that
nearly touched the floor. She, too, could not
read or write. When she added, she counted
on her fingers. But she could sew and spin
thread. She could sing and dance. Everyone in the village knew and liked her.
Pedro and Catalina and their father and
mother were leaving Spain. They were leaving the village where Pedro and Catalina
had been born and where they had always
lived. They were to sail across the sea in a
ship. There had been days and nights of
talking and planning. Catalina's mother
had wept. It was sad to leave one's old
home!
The house had been sold. The pans and
kettles had been packed. Clothes and blankets were folded in the big chest. The feather
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We must find our things. We must find
bunks to sleep on. " It all seemed very
strange.
She hurried them from the bright sunlight into the dim cabin. It seemed hot and
crowded in there. It was filled with people
and chests. People tumbled over boxes and
bumped into each other.
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summer day. Many ships were ready to sail.
More than two thousand people were starting for Florida. From each ship flew huge
silken flags. The sea gulls flew screaming
through the air.
"Perhaps we shall find gold in the new
land," said Pedro's father. "Perhaps we shall
all grow rich."
"More likely, we shall all be
shipwrecked!" cried Pedro's
mother. "Perhaps my precious
children will be pulled from the
water by painted Indians and
made into slaves!"
Catalina stared at her
mother in fear, but Pedro was
not afraid. He put his hand on
the knife he wore at his belt. He
was ready for any adventure. He
wanted to see the Indians.
Suddenly the ship shook
with the roar of cannon.
Catalina clapped her hands to
her ears, but Pedro liked the
noise . Trumpets sounded and
drums beat. A loud cheer went
up. The sails had been raised
against the blue sky. The fresh salt breeze
filled them.
Pedro shouted as loudly as he could,
but Catalina held her mother's hand
tightly. Then something happened that
surprised them both. The deck beneath
their feet began slowly to rise and fall.
They had left the smooth water of the
harbor. The waves were tossing the ship
up and down. It was headed for the open
sea. The trip had begun.
Pedro and Catalina watched the houses
and trees on shore grow smaller and
smaller. Then the fair land of Spain was only
a dark line. The blue sea stretched ahead.
"We must find the cabin," said their
mother. "Where do we go? What do we do?

J

"I wish this ship would stay still," said
Catalina.
"It won't do that, not even for the King
of Spain himself," laughed a woman.
Pedro unfastened a bundle for his
mother. Catalina helped spread blankets
on the wooden bunks. Each family had
brought its own blankets and dishes. There
was little space to put things. People were
beginning to complain. Catalina did not
like the hot and sticky air. Her father took
her and Pedro out on deck.
The fresh salt breeze made Pedro hungry. M-m-m, the good smell of food! The
cook had a great iron kettle hanging over
a fire that blazed in a big box of sand on
the deck. There were dried peas and salt
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The ships rose and fell on the
waves. The sun had almost set. It
was time for the evening prayer
and hymn.
"Listen!" whispered Catalina
softly to her mother. Across the
waves came the sound of other
voices, on the other ships, singing
the same hymn. Over a thousand
voices joined in the song.
The sun dropped big and red
into the water. People started for
the cabin. That first night Pedro
and Catalina found the wooden
bunks hard. They tossed and
turned. The two lanterns, with candles
burning in them, swung back and forth
from the low ceiling of the cabin. They sent
strange shadows dancing across the walls.
Just as the children fell asleep at last,
they heard the timekeeper call out the hour:
God give us a good night and good
sailing! •
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meat boiling together. Pedro ran back to
his mother for bowls. The cook filled one
for him and one for Catalina. The hot
food tasted good. Afterwards, mother
brought them nuts and raisins. Pedro and
Catalina stood by the rail eating. The sun
was setting.
There was no clock aboard. Every half
hour, a boy turned the sand glass. The sand
ran slowly through a little hole. It took just
half an hour. Then the glass must be turned
over. As the boy turned the glass, he sang
out the time for all to hear:

5 ]

One glass is gone and now another
turneth,
More will run through, if our God willeth!
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Storm at Sea

A

t first, the weather was fair, so the
children played on deck. Pedro
found a boy his own age. His name
was Martin. Pedro showed Martin his knife.
Catalina also made a pet of the ship's cat.
It had four kittens.
During the day, the boys listened to an
old sailor who had already been to this new
land called Florida. He told them tales of
Indians in the strange land.
"They're a great sight, those Indian
chiefs, said the old man. "They have tall
feathers in their hair, and they are painted
from head to foot.
"Did you ever go hunting with the Indi11

11

ans?" asked the boys eagerly.
"We once watched them hunt alligators, said the old sailor. "Those are beasts
worth seeing! They'd snap a man's leg off!
The Indians stuck big poles into their
mouths and tipped them over. You can
shoot an alligator with an arrow through
the underside.
Pedro and Martin listened with
wide-open eyes. They tried to picture what
the new land of Indians and alligators
would be like.
In the evening on deck, there was laughter and pleasant talk. There was singing and
dancing. Also a little man, called a dwarf,
11
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hold of a rope and held tightly to it.
The masts of the ship began to rock back
and forth across the dark sky. Sailors hurried to climb the masts to take in the sails,
for such a wind would soon tear the sails to
pieces. Pedro and Martin held their breath
as the men climbed the ropes and tugged
at the sails. The wind made the sails boom
like thunder.
The next minute the rain began. The
boys ran to the cabin door and hurried inside. They found everyone busy there. As
the ship tossed, boxes and chests began to
slide about the floor. They crashed into each
other. "A child could be killed by one of
them! " cried a woman. People were tying
things with strong ropes. The boys rushed
to help.
As night came on, the storm grew worse.
"Why did we ever leave Spain?" moaned
a woman. "We shall all go to the bottom of
the sea and be drowned."
As the ship rocked and tossed, the lanterns hanging in the cabin danced about
like crazy things.
Some women wept. Others prayed.
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was aboard. He sang and danced well.
"Catalina must dance with him!" said
the people. "They are the same size."
At first it was hard for Catalina to dance
as the deck rose and fell. But soon her black
curls were flying in the breeze. Her eyes were
as bright as stars. She whirled about on the
deck. People clapped and called for more.
Pedro watched his sister proudly.
In nine days, the ships reached the Canary Islands. It was good to see trees, flowers, and fresh fruit again. People were tired
of eating dried meat and salt fish . They were
weary of the hard sea biscuit that they had
to eat instead of bread. They were glad to
have fresh water and fruit.
When the ships left the Canary Islands,
there was less singing and dancing. People
grew quieter. The most dangerous part of
the trip lay ahead. The men talked of
storms.
One afternoon, Pedro and Martin lay on
deck looking up at the sky. Suddenly they
saw the sun go under a gray cloud. The two
boys started to their feet. A sudden wind
nearly blew them off the deck. They caught
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